Embassy of the United States of America
Khartoum, Sudan

Public Affairs Section +249 (183) 774-700

For Immediate Release March 17, 2009

The Embassy of the United States of America in Khartoum will award Dr. Anne Itto Leonardo, Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement (SPLM) Deputy Secretary General (Southern Sector), in a ceremony on April 9 2009, at the U.S.
Consulate General in Juba a certificate of appreciation for her efforts in the adoption of the policy that now guarantees
25% representation for women in all branches of the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM). She single-
handedly pushed for the adoption of this “mandatory minimum” of representation for women in all branches of the
party and the South’s government. The party’s executive branch now has women in 40% of its core leadership
positions and near-complete achievement of the 25% minimum goal within the Government of Southern Sudan’s
institutions and ministries, as well as in government institutions at the state-level.

Dr. Itto’s work in addressing gender imbalance in government has given women throughout Sudan an opportunity to
have an active political role in shaping Sudan’s democratic transformation. She is truly a woman of courage who is
intent on working to defend the rights of women throughout this country. In this vein, she has dedicated her
experience, political skills and energy to insuring that women throughout Sudan, whether they live in the marginalized
South, war-torn Darfur, or the systemically-neglected Eastern and Northern reaches of the nation, are able to run for
office to have a role in helping Sudan’s future.
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